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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, GR 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: HELLENIC STEEL DIRECT 
REDUCTION PLANT 

-REF: ATHENS A- 185 

1 . ARTHUR G. MC KEE AND CO., WHICH MARKETS 

FIOR, INDICATES THEY ALSO HAVE CAPABILITY TO GASIFY 
LIGNITE FOR USE AS A REDUCTANT IN A DIRECT REDUCTION 
STEEL MILL. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THE GERMANS ARE NOT 

NECESSARILY TECHNOLOGICALLY SUPERIOR IN THIS AREA. 
ACCORDINGLY WE CANNOT UNDERSTAND HELLENIC'S STATEMENT 
THAT FIOR IS NOT VIABLE IN GREECE DUE TO THE NON 
AVAILABILITY OF NATURAL GAS. 

2. WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY RAISING THIS MATTER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WITH APPROPRIATE HELLENIC STEEL OFFICIALS. IN ADDITION 
WE WOULD LIKE POST TO REQUEST SPECIFICATIONS AND ANALYSIS 
OF THE LIGNITE SO THAT MC KEE CAN PREPARE A PROPOSAL 
REGARDING FIOR AND ITS ADAPTABILITY TO THIS ENERGY SOURCE. 

KISSINGER 
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